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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tlie invention, and of tlie manner and process of 
malting and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. It 
is unclear what a "gas containing logic circuit" is; further the specification and drawings 
fail to enable one skilled in the art to ascertain what one is. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 4, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 4 requires the use of a "gas containing logic circuit"; however it is unclear 
what it is, or how it is made. Therefore, for the sake of prosecution, the examiner will 
understand this to mean some control system that uses a gas to actuate the system. 

6. Claims 5 and 6 require the method step of "the extruding step"; however, there is 
no previously claimed "extruding step", the examiner believes this in intended to be the 
"extending step" and will examine the claims based on this assumption. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

8. Claims 1 , 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as best understood as 
being anticipated by Mangieri et al. (US 3,190,806). 

Mangieri et al. (Mangieri) discloses a method for delivering a plurality of reactor 
monoliths into an interior of a reactor, including the steps of extending at least 
one tubular member 48 into an interior of a reactor such that a first end of the at 
least one tubular member is located near an opening in the reactor, and a 
second end of the at least one tubular member is inserted into the interior of the 
reactor, seen in figure 1 , the tubular member having an outer wall defining an 
interior space adapted to allow sliding movement of a reactor monolith C there 
through, and a plurality of engagement members 42, 44 located within the interior 
space of the at least one tubular member and spaced along a length thereof, 
each engagement member actuatable between an extended position and a 
retracted position; and controlling the plurality of engagement members such that 
each engagement member actuates between the extended position, thereby 
preventing sliding movement of the monolith through the tube, and the retracted 
position, thereby allowing the monolith to slide past the engagement member 
within the tube (In. 53-62); the controlling step includes controlling the members 
in a sequential manner, thereby slowly moving the monoliths along the length of 
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the tube and preventing a continuous free-fall descent; wherein the at least one 
tubular mennber in the extending step includes a plurality of tubular members 
linked together in an end-to-end orientation 48/40. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3, 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as best understood as 
being unpatentable over Mangieri et al. (US 3,190,806) in view of Bergstrom et al. (US 
4,796,746). 

Mangieri fails to disclose the controlling step further includes controlling the 
engagement member via a gas containing logic circuit and the extruding step 
includes a plurality of expandable bladders, and the step of controlling the 
engagement members includes inflating and deflating the bladders. 

Bergstrom et al. (Bergstrom) discloses controlling step further includes 
controlling the engagement member via a gas containing logic circuit (via tube 3) 
in order to allow for remote operation of the breaks to prevent injury to a person; 
and the extruding step includes a plurality of expandable bladders 2, and the step 
of controlling the engagement members includes inflating and deflating the 
bladders, see figures 3a-3b, in order to provide a means to prevent movement of 
the object without damaging the object. Therefore it would have been obvious to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention, to include the 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,865 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3652 

controls in order to allow for remote operation of the breaks and expandable 
bladders in order to provide a means to prevent damage, of Bergstrom in the 
system of Mangieri. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 1 . Claims 7-1 8 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 06/05/2009. 
Conclusion 

1 2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon, but is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is found on the accompanying PTO-892. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA I. RUDAWITZ whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-7856. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 A.M. 
-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. I. R./ /Saul J. Rodriguez/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3652 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3652 



